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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A stress-at work judging apparatus comprising: 
myoelectric potential signal input means for receiving a myoelectric potential signal from 

a masseter muscle of a test subject during a target work activity, the target work activity 
performed by exercise of ^ muscles in an arm or leg of the test subject, not by exercise of tibe 
jaws of the test subject; 

stress judging means for judging stress of the test subject during the target work activity 
from an intensity or time-varying change of the myoelectric potential signal inputted through the 
myoelectric potential signal input meansj-Mdi 

wherein the stress judging means excludes from a target period for stress judgment a 
period of work activity comprising opening and closing the jaws; and 

a display for displaying a result from the stress judging means, 

wh e r e in th e str e ss judging m e ans exclud e s from a target period for stress judgment a 
p e riod of work activity comprising op e ning and clo s ing th e jaws. 

wherein the stress judging means specifies the period of work activitv during which the 
test subject is opening and closing the jaws by recognizing voice data acquired by recording a 
speech of the test subject. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously presented)The stress-at- work judging apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the target work activity is a vehicle steering operation performed by the test subject. 

5. (Currently amended) A stress-at- work judging computer program product 
encoded on a computer-readable medium for causing a computer to perform stress-at-work 
judgment, the computer program product comprises comprising : 

an input instruction for receiving a myoelectric potential signal from a masseter muscle of 
a test subject during a target work activity, the target work activity performed by exercise of the 
muscles in an arm or leg of the test subject, not by exercise of Sie jaws of the test subject, the 
myoelectric potential signal being inputted through a myoelectric potential signal input means; 
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a judgment instruction forjudging stress of the test subject during the target work activity 
from an intensity or time-varying change of the myoelectric potential signal inputted through the 
myoelectric potential signal input meansj-and, 

wherein the judgment instruction excludes from a target period for stress judgment a 
period of work activity comprising opening and closing the jaws; and 

a display instruction for displaying a result of stress judgment, 

wherein th e judgm e nt instruction excludes from a target period for stress judgm e nt a 
period of work activity comprising opening and closing th e jaws. 

wherein the judgment instruction specifies the period during which the test subject is 
opening and closing the jaws by recognizing voice data acquired by recording a speech of the test 
subject. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Previously presented)The stress-at-work judging program product according to 
claim 5, wherein the target work activity is a vehicle steering operation performed by the test 
subject. 

9. (Currently Amended) A stress-at-work judging method comprising: 

a myoelectric potential signal input step fef of receiving a myoelectric potential signal 
from a masseter muscle of a test subject during a target work activity, the target work activity 
performed by exercise of title muscles in an arm or leg of the test subject, not by exercise of ^ 
jaws of the test subject, the myoelectric potential signal being inputted through a myoelectric 
potential signal input means; 

a stress judging step for judging stress fisf of the test subject during the target work 
activity from an intensity or time-varying change of the myoelectric potential signal inputted 
through the myoelectric potential signal input mean s; and ^ 

wherein the stress judging step excludes from a target period for stress judgment a period 
of work activity comprising opening and closing the jaws; and 

a display step fef of displaying a result of the stress judgment step, 

wh e rein the stress judging step exclud e s from a target period for stress judgment a period 
of work activity comprising opening and closing th e jaws. 
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wherein the stress judging step specifies the period of work activity during which the test 
subject is opening and closing the jaws by recognizing voice data acquired by recording a speech 
of the test subject. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Previously presented)The stress-at-work judging method according to claim 9, 
wherein the target work activity is a vehicle steering operation performed by the test subject. 

13. (Currently amended) The A stress-at-work judging apparatus according to claim 
h comprising: 

myoelectric potential signal input means for receiving a myoelectric potential signal from 
a masseter muscle of a test subject during a target work activity, the target work activity 
performed by exercise of muscles in an arm or leg of the test subject, not by exercise of jaws of 
the test subject; 

stress judging means for judging stress of the test subject during the target work activity 
from an intensity or time-varying change of the myoelectric potential signal inputted through the 
myoelectric potential signal input means, 

wherein the stress judging means excludes fi'om a target period for stress judgment a 
period of work activity comprising opening and closing the jaws: and 

a dis play for displaying a result from the stress judging means, 

wherein the stress judging means specifies the period of work activity during which the 
test subject is opening and closing the jaws, by visually recognizing video data acquired by 
shooting video recording a face of the test subject. 

14. (Currently amended) The A stress-at-work judging computer program product 
encoded on a computer-readable medium for causing a computer to perform stress-at-work 
judgment, the computer program product according to claim 5, comprising: 

an input instruction for receiving a myoelectric potential signal from a masseter muscle of 
a test subject dviring a target work activity, the target work activity performed by exercise of the 
muscles in an arm or leg of the test subject, not by exercise of the jaws of the test subject, the 
myoelectric potential signal being inputted through a myoelectric potential signal input means: 

-4- 



Application No.: 10/522,022 
Filing Date: January 21, 2005 



a judgment instruction for judging stress of the test subject during the target work activity 
from an intensity or time-varying change of the myoelectric potential signal inputted through the 
myoelectric potential signal input means, 

wherein the judgment instruction excludes from a target period for stress judgment a 
period of work activity comprising opening and closing the jaws: and 

a display instruction for displaying a result of stress judgment. 

wherein the judgment instruction specifies the period of work activity during which the 
test subject is opening and closing the jaws, by visually recognizing video data acquired by 
shooting video recording a face of the test subject. 

15. (Currently amended) A sfress-at-work judging method according to claim 9, 
comprising: 

a myoelectric potential signal input step of receiving a myoelectric potential signal from a 
masseter muscle of a test subject during a target work activity, the target work activity performed 
by exercise of muscles in an arm or leg of the test subject, not by exercise of laws of the test 
subject, the myoelectric potential signal being inputted through a myoelectric potential signal 
input means: 

a sfress judging step for judging stress of the test subject during the target work activity 
from an intensity or time-varying change of the myoelectric potential signal inputted through the 
myoelectric potential signal input means, 

wherein the stress judging step excludes from a target period for stress judgment a period 
of work activity comprising opening and closing the jaws: and 

a display step of displaying a result of the stress judgment step. 

wherein the stress judging step specifies the period of work activity during which the test 
subject is opening and closing the jaws, by visually recognizing video data acquired by shooting 
video recording a face of the test subject. 
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